
(Lamoine) - Maine, and by extension, the 
Town of Lamoine, remains under a state of 
emergency as of July due to the Corona-
virus pandemic.  As the headline states, the 
situation has created a lot of challenges for 
the folks who run your town government, 
but throughout the emergency, the town 
has continued to function in one form or 
another. 
 The town hall reopened to the pub-
lic on a limited basis on May 11, 2020.  
The limitation is that only two non-staff 
members are allowed in the building at any 
one time, and the general public is not al-
lowed beyond the service window area.  
Facilities Maintenance Director Michael 
Hodgkins was able to install sheets of Plex-
iglas at the window area, leaving enough 
space at the bottom to slide documents 
through.  Staff members are wearing pro-
tective gloves and disinfecting the counter 
area periodically.  Town Clerk Jennifer 
Kovacs came up with a plan to put clean 
pens in a coffee mug, with another mug to 
set used pens.   Staff disinfects the used 
pens before placing them 
back into the clean pen 
mug.  
 Prior to reopening, 
the town hall had been 
staffed to assist customers 
with transactions via Inter-
net, telephone, or through 
the front door mail slot.  
Staff members took turns 
staffing the office solo. The 
amount of town business 
which normally picks up in 
April was very slow, but 
May and June saw a reve-
nue rebound. 
 The move to reopen 
when allowed and to keep 
staffing on board during 
public closure turned out to  

May, manager Chris Meyer had to close 
the gate early when all of the trash dump-
sters were filled to capacity from the 
many cleaning projects  And recycling 
continued to be popular as well, with the 
two roll-off containers filling quickly.  
 Town parks, especially Lamoine 
Beach Park, have proven quite popular 
with the public expressing concern over 
the number of people gathering for a 

place to ñdo somethingò.  The 
Parks Commission asked that 
signs be posted to encourage 
people to maintain the recom-
mended 6-feet of separation.  
The townôs 3-parks remained 
ñopenò during the ordeal.  
 The biggest town gov-
ernment casualty of the pan-
demic has been the Lamoine 
150! Celebration.  A parade and 
fireworks originally planned for 
August 15, 2020 has been post-
poned indefinitely until itôs safe 
for crowds to gather.  None of 
the events planned after March 
1 have occurred, but the town 
has had a little fun while so-
cially distant.  
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be a blessing. Many other communities 
that closed tight had yet to fully open by 
early June and found themselves backed up 
with business.  The Bureau of Motor Vehi-
cles which handles registrations that the 
town office is not authorized to process 
was only taking customers with phone ap-
pointments and some folks reported that 
the atmosphere was less than pleasant at 
times. 
 Code Enforcement matters are still 
being handled remotely by phone and e-
mail.  CEO Rebecca Albright does perform 
inspections and follow up on complaints 
while working from home, but traveling to 
town from time to time.   
 The Transfer Station saw virtually 
no impact from the pandemic, other than to 
close the Swap Building for a few months 
in order to maintain social distancing.  The 
building has since reopened, but with a 
maximum of two people inside at any one 
time.   It was quite evident that people 
forced to stay home decided to do some 
cleaning.  On one Saturday afternoon in 

The fleet from the Lamoine Volunteer Fire Department heads out on 
one of its many birthday paradesðthis time accompanied by dozens of 

vehicles to honor June Davis on her 100th birthday.   

Lamoine 150! Celebration Postponed 
By Cynthia Donaldson 

(Lamoine) - Lamoine 150! is sorry to for-
mally announce that most of the events 
originally scheduled for this Spring and 
Summer have been postponed. The Festi-
val Weekend which had been planned for 
this August  will now simply move to Au-
gust 2021 with our parade, fireworks, com-
munity dinner and various community ac-
tivities ñon holdô for now. Despite this dis-
appointing turn of events, your Lamoine 
150! Committee has been meeting elec-
tronically since March working on several 
quarantine inspired activities.  

The Great Lamoine Sardine Haul, 
which ran from mid April though June 15 
saw the committee challenging Lamoiners 
to make and exhibit sardines to honor our 
townôs maritime history. The response was 
nothing less than fabulous as 90 sardine 
pictures from 80 households involving 174 
sardines and one fishing tableau appeared 
almost magically around town. 

Lamoine resident and sardine enthusiast  
Lori Krupke summed it up when she wrote 
ñIt was a wonderfully engaging project. To 

have something to focus on during quar-
antine that tapped into our creativity and 
celebrated our history was a welcome 
distraction. I love seeing how many 
homes participatedò. The Committee 
hopes that homes will keep their sardines 
in place for people to enjoy during the 
summer. Plans are afoot to commemo-
rate the Haul in some fashion. 

 With Lamoine 150! Celebrating 
Our Story evenings cancelled for the  

(ContinuedðPage 6) 

Sardines included (right) a Dr. Seuss inspired trio 
by The Engstroms on Buttermilk Road, and the 
fishermen and their catch (below) crafted by the 
Duym family on Marlboro Beach Road.  



met the Building and Land Use Ordinance 
setting a 35-foot maximum height were out 
of state for the winter.  Resident Alan 
Moldawer had filed an appeal on Code 
Enforcement Officer Rebecca Albrightôs 
determination that the home constructed by 
Thomas True was in compliance.  
 True also filed an appeal to the 
board, contending that Richard Arnold, 
a co-complainant to Mr. Moldawer, had 
violations with the house he 
constructed many years ago.  Albright 
did find that a septic system for the 
Arnold home (which has since been 
sold), had not been upgraded to a 4-
bedroom system.  That has since been 
corrected.  
 Itôs not known when the 
Appeals Board will reconvene to take 
up the latest matters.  
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ñDonôt Panicò Says Health Officer 
(Lamoine) - By state law, every town must 
employ a health officer, and Lamoineôs is 
Cece Ohmart. The town doesnôt call on 
her very often, but itôs usually quite seri-
ous when she is pressed into action.  
 The Board of Selectmen consulted 
with Health Officer Ohmart on the 
COVID-19 situation to listen to her 
thoughts and what response the town 
ought to have.  Her advise to residents: 
Donôt Panic! 
 On the local health level, there is-
nôt much the town needs to do, as response 
is a state responsibility.  Local officials are 

not notified when a case crops up in indi-
vidual townsðthe Maine Center for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention takes care of 
trace contacting.   
 Ohmart said it appears the safety 
measures the town has put into place are 
following CDC guidelines and should pro-
tect both the staff and the public while do-
ing business at the town hall.  She urged 
residents to follow CDC guidelines on so-
cial distancing and to wear a mask when in 
public spaces.  She also urged residents 
who wish to vote in the July 14, 2020 pri-
mary to cast absentee ballots.  

State Supreme Court 
Denies Gravel Pit 
Expansion 

(Augusta) - Maineôs highest court has 
ruled that an initial decision by 
Lamoineôs Planning Board to deny per-
mission to Harold MacQuinn, Inc. to ex-
pand a gravel mining operation.  The 
townôs Board of Appeals had overturned 
the Planning Board decision.   
 A citizens group, ñFriends of 
Lamoineò, appealed the Board of Ap-
peals decision to the Business and Con-
sumer Court which ruled that the Plan-
ning Boardôs decision should be upheld.  
MacQuinnôs attorney appealed that ruling 
to the Supreme Judicial Court which up-
held the lower courtôs ruling.  
 The courtôs ruling concluded that 
the Planning Board had credible evidence 
that the larger gravel pit could impact 
groundwater in the area, and because the 
Board of Appeals held an appellate re-
view of the Site Plan Review denial, the 
Appeals Board could only overturn the 
decision if the Planning Board had done 
something procedurally incorrect.   
 The case wasnôt officially over 
with the ruling.  MacQuinnôs attorney Ed 
Bearor has filed a reconsideration request 
to the Supreme Judicial Court.  The filing 
discussed what the attorney felt was an 
error by the court and a bias based on a 
newspaper comment by a Planning Board 
Member.  The town received word on 
July 1st that the Supreme Court refused 
to reconsider the case.  The town attorney 
says that should end it. .   

Fire Chief George ñSkipò Smith and his wife 
Carol offered up free bread for whoever might 
want some on Easter Sunday.  Social distanc-
ing restrictions prevented religious and large 
gatherings for the annual celebration. 

(Barbara Bland Photo) 

New Emergency Plan 
Approved 

(Lamoine) - Even before the Coronavirus 
pandemic, the Board of Selectmen had 
planned to update its emergency operations 
plan.   The timing was nearly perfect.  A 
volunteer subcommittee poured over the 
existing plan that had not been updated for 
several years and updated emergency 
contact information.  The town developed 
the updated plan from a template that the 
Hancock County Emergency Agency had 
supplied.  Special attention was paid to 
including a pandemic section.   
 Many thanks go to Larry Libby, 
Kathy Gaianguest, Jeff Cosulich and 
Selectboard chair Kathleen Rybarz for 
going through the plan with eagle eyes for 
corrections and updates.  The new plan 
was adopted shortly after the Selectmen 
declared a state of emergency to coincide 
with the state of Maine. 

Appeals Board Matters On Hold, For Now 
(Lamoine) - The battle over a building 
height appeals in the Marlboro 
neighborhood remains dormant during the 
declared pandemic.  Before the Selectmen 
declared a state of emergency, the parties 
disputing whether a residential structure 

Town Meeting Held 
June 24th 

(Lamoine) - If you didnôt hear much about 
the rescheduled town meeting, it was sort 
of intentional.  State Government 
continued to limit gatherings to 50-people 
or less, and the fear was that too many 
people would show up and the meeting 
would have to be recessed, leaving the 
town to operate on last yearôs budget with 
very different needs for the new year.   
 About 40-registered voters braved 
the warm school gym and passed the 
revised annual town budget warrant 
articles.  About the only contentious matter 
was approval of an amended Shoreland 
Zoning Ordinance.  After clarifying 
language in an awkwardly written article, 
the ordinance was approved, but not 
unanimously.  Those voting against the 
revisions objected to additions to the 
stream protection district.  

Planning Board 
Approves Gravel 
Permits 

(Lamoine) - The state of emergency 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic 
forced the Lamoine Planning Board to 
skip its monthly meetings in April and 
May.  The board received a half dozen 
applications to renew permits for gravel 
mining operations and met via Zoom in 
June to determine whether the 
applications were complete, and voted to 
move forward with public hearings and 
action on the applications on June 29th.  
The permits for Perry Fowler, Cameron 
Stone and Landscaping, Doug Gott & 
Sons, Inc. and Harold MacQuinn, Inc. all 
received approval to continue operation 
for another three years.   
 The Board also reviewed an 
application from Nancy Tice, the 
daughter Charlie Major who authored the 
townôs 1996 version of the 
Comprehensive Plan, to tear down her 
fatherôs former home and build a new, 
less non-conforming home.  Normally 
the Code Enforcement Officer would be 
able to process a residential structure in 
the Shoreland Zone, but because the 
house no longer meets the town setback 
from the high water mark, the Planning 
Board has to give its blessing to the 
proposed location.   
 Mr. Major passed away a couple 
of years ago and his son and daughter  
hoped to replace the home with a more 
modern structure.  The Planning Board 
schedule a site visit to review the project.  

Permits Issued 

8 Lamoine Grange Ramp 

9 Collins, Tom Woodshed 

10 Gold, Andrew Stabilize-SZ 

11 Young, Dana Porch 

12 Young, Dana Garage 

13 Cashwell, Mollie Greenhouse 

14 Havey, Keith Shed 

15 Lescynski, Hank Deck 

16 Miles, Katie  Residence 

17 Szydlo, David Shed 

Continued on Page 3 
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Permits, Continued 
18 Morin, Timothy Residence 

19 DeLaurentis, Jim Porch 

20 Gabel-Richards Shed, Addôn 

21 Dane, Mark Screen Bldg 

Lamoine Celebrates Only Centenarian 

Friends and relatives of Walker Road resident June Davis arranged for a birthday 
party of sorts for her 100th birthday on May 22, 2020.   The Lamoine 150!  Committee 
had planned for something a bit more ñcloseò as part of the town-wide celebration, but 
the COVID-19 pandemic altered plans.   Dozens of folks gathered  at the school and 
paraded by her driveway , and the fire department drove all 5 trucks by  to wrap up the 
parade with a very loud  honor to Lamoineôs only centenarian.  As her neighbor, Joan 

Bragdon (who took the picture) put itðShe LOVED it! 

Code Enforcement Officer Rebecca 
Albright has mainly been working from 
home during the pandemic with 
applications scanned and e-mailed to her 
for approval/denial.   She will transition to 
a few hours in the office each week to 
process paper work, but meetings with the 
public will mostly be via telephone or on-
site inspection.  Those needing to speak 
with the CEO should call the town office 
at 667-2242 and she will try to call back.  

Lamoineôs 2020 Citizens of the Year 
Itôs hard to keep a secret for nearly 3-months, but the award of Lamoineôs Citizen of the 
Year award managed to be a surprise to at least one of the recipients.  Kasey Jordan (left) 
and Lily Philbrook were supposed to receive the honor on March 18th at the annual town 
meeting that got postponed by Coronavirus.   Instead, the Board of Selectmen felt the 
award would be perhaps more appropriate for the Memorial Day ceremony, as these two 
young ladies have made it their mission to keep the memorial maintained  during their 
girl scouting career.  Over those years Kasey, Lily and their moms, Lori Jordan and Kim 
Fitch, have spent countless hours making sure the monument is up to snuff and the 
grounds tastefully maintained  to  pay honor to Lamoineôs Military Vets.  

Absentee Voting 
Urged 

(Lamoine) - A primary election and a 
couple of statewide bond questions are up 
for vote on July 14th, but itôs the hope 
statewide that most people will cast their 
ballots by absentee vote.   Town Clerk 
Jennifer Kovacs, reports well over 100 
people have already requested ballots, 
which would be a good turnout for a 
primary election.   
 To request a ballot, you can come 
to the town hall and fill out an application, 
apply via the Secretary of Stateôs website 
application, or just call the town office at 
667-2242.  On-line and phone requests will 
result in a ballot being mailed.  If you 
come in, you can either vote in person or 
take the ballot home with you (thatôs 
preferred so as not to tie up others).  The 
town hall will be open on Election Day 
from 8am to 8pm for in person voting.  

Zoom Meeting Keep Things Going 
(Lamoine) - Like many communities across 
the US, Lamoine conducted many of its 
board meetings via the computer, utilizing 
home computers and cellphones of 
members.  Selectmen, Lamoine 150!, the 

Planning Board, Conservation 
Commisson and Parks Commission all 
utilized the technology, with very few 
glitches.   Governor Janet Mills had to 
legalize such meetings during the 
pandemic to allow business to take place.  
Lamoine televised the meetings, and 
asked if anyone who wished to participate 
to contact the town hall for an ñinviteò to 
avoid  meeting hijackers .  

Finances Still 
Strong 

(Lamoine) - The town will end its fiscal 
year well into the ñblackò for 2019/20.  
Despite the pandemic and the  dire 
impact on the economy, the townôs  non 
property-tax collections exceeded budget 
for the most part.  Interestingly, excise 
tax collections were much higher than 
budgeted, and may come close to last 
yearôs record collected of $400,000 plus.  
The town had budgeted $360,000.  
Watercraft excise collections were also 
ahead of the budgeted $3,500 before the 
end of the fiscal year on June 30th.  
 Property tax collections are about 
on track with previous fiscal years.  Tax 
Collector Jennifer Kovacs will likely 
send out notices to taxpayers who are 
overdue  in early July, warning that a lien 
will be filed at the Registry of Deeds if 
the tax is not paid within 30-days.   
 On the expense side, the town is 
under budget, but the Solid Waste budget 
may not stay that way.  A higher than 
expected cost to conduct the state 
required testing of wells installed around 
the former landfill site may require a 
special town meeting vote to slightly 
exceed the 2019/20 budget.  



unserved and to seek alternatives to 
Charter Communications, the townôs Cable 
TV provider.  
 Lippold recently submitted a list of 
companies that expressed some interest in 
operating in Lamoine and possibly wiring 
up the unserved areas with fiber optics.  
The town opted not to submit a 
ConnectME grant application in the 

funding round that closed in the 
spring as the cost per home 
would not likely qualify.  The 
town meeting approved another 
$5,000 in funding for the 
Broadband expansion initiative 
for the 2020/21 fiscal year, and 
Selectmen were expected to 
resume discussions with Lippold 
on where to go next.   
 The current pandemic 
with work from home becoming 
the ñnew normalò has heightened 
the need to expand broadband to 
those areas that currently lack 
reliable service. 
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The ñRacyò Sardine label from the long 
defunct Neptunian Food Company was 
with the belongings of the late Joseph 
Young Sr.  His son, Joe Jr. was able to 
find it, partially answering a question of 
how a much smaller township in 
Washington State came to be called 

Lamoine, too! 

A property owner apparently had enough of people 
dumping trash on their land and pulled out beside 
Partridge Cove Road.  Town staff removed it quickly 
after calling the Maine Forest Service which 

investigates such things.  Ranger John Cousins say 
the trash had been illegally dumped far off the road 
several years ago and he could not trace the origin.  

Rooster Complaint Addressed by Selectmen 
(Lamoine) - A Birchlawn Drive couple has 
endured the daily crowing of their next 
door neighborôs rooster for nearly 2-years 
and have tried to enlist the Board of 
Selectmen into doing something about the 
cacophony.   The woman who owns the 
rooster says itôs her pet and the other 
neighbors love him.   Itôs not been an easy 
issue for anyone involved.  
 The Lamoine Quarterly will 
exclude names for the sake of those 
involved.   Back in 2019 the neighbor 
contacted the Animal Control Officer to 
complain about the rooster noise, saying it 
was adversely affecting the health of his 
wife.  ACO Shannon Byers advised the 
complainants that Lamoine does not 
regulate roosters or chickens, though she 
did summons the chicken owners for 
animal trespass.  
 The complainant recorded the 

crowing and e-mailed numerous files to 
the Selectmen as proof of the misery. The 
neighbors urged the Selectmen to present 
an ordinance to the town to ban roosters 
from residential zones on properties of 
less than an acre.  Several other more 
densely populated communities in Maine, 
do regulate chickens and roosters.  
 The Selectmen wrote to the rooster 
owner and suggested that roosters were 
not necessary for hens to lay eggs.   The 
owner met with the board via Zoom in 
April and claimed the neighborsô 
complaints were the only ones sheôd 
received, but if others were bothered, she 
would consider adopting out her pet 
rooster.  
 In June, another neighbor 
complained to the town office.  Selectmen 
wrote to the owner to advise her of the 
other complaint.   

New IT Director 
Position Filled 

(Lamoine) - For more than a decade, 
Birchlawn Drive resident Bill Butler has 
chaired the townôs Cable TV Committee 
which evolved into the Technology 
Committee.  And for more than 25-years 
the town has seen an increasing 
utilization of computer and other 
technology over most of its departments.  
So much so that it was becoming more of 
a task than the town hall staff could 
effectively manage.   
 Selectmen approved a proposal to 
create a part time Information 
Technology directorôs position and have 
hired Mr. Butler for the job.  It is already 
paying dividends for town staff through 
more stable computer operations at the 
town hall.  Butler puts in just a few hours 
per week keeping the computers and 
other devices updated with software.  
Heôs also developing a good inventory of 
all the gadgets the town owns.   
 Butler will also become the 
support staff liaison for the Technology 
Committee that he had previously 
chaired.  Funding comes from the Cable 
TV Fund.  

Another one of the Lamoine 150! Sardines.  If youôre reading the print 
version, trust us, this looks much cooler in the on-line color version! 

Town Hall Cupola 
Project Held Up 

(Lamoine) - Another Coronavirus ñvictimò 
has been the restoration project for the 
Town Hall Cupola.  Just as a Waterville 
area company was about to start the 
project, the state imposed severe 
restrictions and the owner did not believe 
that his crew would be able to efficiently 
remove the bell from the structure and 
replace the rotted louvers and holes in the 
roof that causes water leaks from time to 
time.  Funding was to have gone before the 
town meeting in March which was 
rescheduled to June.   Itôs not known when 
Mid-Maine Restoration will be able to get 
to the project.  The town meeting in late 
June approved funding the project in the 
2019/20 fiscal year, and Selectmen will 
encumber those funds forward to the new 
fiscal year that starts July 1st.  

Tax Acquired 
Properties Sold 

(Lamoine) - Three pieces of tax acquired 
property sold to the high bidders as 
Selectmen endeavored to return those 
properties to the tax rolls.  A 2-acre parcel 
on Needles Eye Road was purchased in a 
sealed bid auction by Benjamin Morren 
and approved at the June 24 town meeting.  
 A small triangular lot across the 
road was sold to Debra Sucy, an abutting 
property owner and town meeting will be 
asked for approval on July 23.  And a 
vacant home at 176 Needles Eye Road 
generated a lot of interest in a sealed bid 
auction.  The Board of Selectmen have 
awarded the high bidder, __________ the 
property, and the same special town 
meeting on July 23 will be asked to 
finalize the sale.  All three parcels sold for 
higher than the back taxes owed.  

Broadband Expansion Work Continues 
(Lamoine) - Frustrated by a lack of 
willingness to wire up parts of Lamoine 
currently unserved by high speed Internet, 
the Board of Selectmen will seek other 
options for service.  For the past several 
months consultant Brian Lippold has been 
working with the town through the 
Technology Committee and Selectmen to 
identify those parts of town currently 

Fuel Locked, 
Computer Upgrade 
(Lamoine) - The week the Board of 
Selectmen sought heating fuel prices was 
the same week when the price of crude 
oil briefly went below zero.  The board 
opted to stick with low bidder Acadia 
Fuel which locked in the price for #2 fuel 
at the fire station at $1.30/gallon, and 
propane for the town hall at $0.80 a 
gallon.  
 The town also authorized 
purchase of a new computer to replace an 
aging unit that your author (Adm. Asst. 
Stu Marckoon) had used for about 7-
years.  That computer serves as the host 
for a number of databases that feed other 
units the town hall, and the old unit had 
become very unstable, and slow.  The 
new unit was installed while the building 
was closed to the public.  


